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Susan Jorgensen, along with help from committee members Barry Arnold and Robert Bourdages, chaired the forum on structural engineering licensure. As a brief introduction, Susan outlined the work of the committee to date and the direction they intend for the near future.
In order to better understand the status of structural engineering licensure in the various states, the committee has developed a survey that has been sent to representatives of the state Structural Engineers Associations. The committee will use this information to compile a comprehensive list of the current status.
The committee intends to provide information, guidelines and support to the states that wish to pursue structural licensure practice legislation. They will make available examples of rules and legislation being used, information on how to go about this process and guidance where needed to help along the way. They also intend to submit articles concerning this issue and will have a list of speakers available that are knowledgeable on this subject and available to speak.
The committee does not intend to push this issue in states that do not desire to change their current practice although they do hope to educate everyone on why this is an important issue and worth considering. They will not be addressing issues of college requirements or continuing education as these topics are being explored by other committees. They recognize the importance of allowing the various states to determine the method of structural engineering licensure that is best for each state and will support the structural engineering associations in their efforts.

Discussion among the members attending the forum revealed the following information is desired:


A database that includes all structural licensure requirements


Information on –



How to write a law or statute



How to execute it



How to sell it



How to meet objections from others



List of people who could help


The reasons the rules and statutes should be changed



Established talking points



Real world examples



Case studies



Economic damage

It was also determined that there needs to be an understanding of the differences between the acts and statutes in the various states and perhaps some uniform “language” when we discuss these issues.

The committee hopes to determine what states are interested in pursuing a change to their structural licensure requirements and are willing to help. Please contact Susan Jorgensen if you would like more information or are interested in making changes in your state.

