
Raising the Profile of Structural Engineers: Shaping the Foundation 

of Recognition 

  

 
NCSEA Summit Scholarship 2023  
  

Christian Peterson, EIT 

July 5th, 2023 

Structural engineers, as vital as we are to the construction industry, often find ourselves 

overshadowed by architects in the public's perception. While architects are celebrated as the 

grand designers and visionary creators of the buildings in which we live, work, and play, it is the 

structural engineers who provide the support and foundation upon which these architectural 

marvels stand. This essay explores the public's perception of structural engineers and offers 

suggestions for increasing recognition and general public awareness of the profession. 

When discussing famous and beautiful buildings worldwide, a quick Google search 

predominantly reveals information about the architects involved in their design. It is rare to come 

across references to structural engineers - or other engineering trades for that matter - that 

contribute significantly to the building process. However, it is crucial to recognize that 

architectural masterpieces owe their magnificence not only to the creative prowess of architects 

but also to the technical expertise and innovative problem-solving of structural engineers. 

The collaboration between architects and structural engineers is vital to realizing architectural 

visions. Architects conceptualize awe-inspiring designs, but structural engineers ensure their 

feasibility, safety, and durability. Structural engineers play a pivotal role in translating visionary 

concepts into tangible, functional structures from determining load-bearing capacities to 

analyzing structural stability. Our contributions often go unnoticed, leading to a lack of 

recognition and appreciation from the general public. 

To increase recognition and raise public awareness of the profession, fostering more 

partnerships between architects and structural engineers is essential. By bringing together 

these two integral components of the building process, we can capitalize on the synergies that 

emerge from collaborative endeavors. Joint brainstorming sessions and idea exchanges can 

create innovative solutions that harmoniously blend aesthetics and structural integrity. 

Architects and structural engineers should actively seek opportunities to collaborate from the 

project's inception. By involving structural engineers early on, architects can benefit from our 

expertise and insights during the design phase itself. This collaborative approach not only 

enhances the structural viability of architectural concepts, but also promotes a deeper 

understanding and appreciation of each profession's contributions. 

While some partnerships between architects and structural engineers already exist, they can be 

further encouraged and celebrated. Joint presentations, workshops, and conferences that bring 

architects and structural engineers together can lead to fruitful exchanges of ideas, promoting 

innovative designs backed by practical engineering solutions. The industry can take inspiration 

from events like the NCSEA summit at Disneyland, "The Happiest Place on Earth," where the 

convergence of creative minds will result in constructive progress. Such collaborative efforts will 

not only elevate the public's perception of structural engineers but also lead to the creation of 

extraordinary, safe, and sustainable structures. 

Another avenue for increasing public recognition is through advocacy and education. Structural 

engineering organizations and professionals can proactively engage in outreach programs to 

disseminate knowledge about the profession's significance and impact. This could involve 

participating in public forums, organizing workshops, and partnering with educational institutions 

to inspire young minds and nurture their interest in structural engineering.  



Raising the Profile of Structural Engineers: Shaping the Foundation 

of Recognition 

  

 
NCSEA Summit Scholarship 2023  
  

Christian Peterson, EIT 

July 5th, 2023 

The Gingerbread Bridge Competition is a great example of encouraging collaboration between 

architects and structural engineers through education. Sponsorships from both professions and 

universities highlight uniting students and promoting creativity through design and competition.  

As structural engineering professionals, we should actively participate in social media 

communities where we can share our experiences, insights, and achievements. Engaging with 

the public by answering questions, debunking misconceptions, and highlighting the impact of 

structural engineering can humanize the profession and make it more relatable. 

In an era where technology and social media dominate communication, structural engineers can 

leverage these platforms to reach a broader audience. Creating informative and engaging 

content that explains the intricacies of structural engineering in a layperson-friendly manner can 

help bridge the knowledge gap. Videos, infographics, and interactive demonstrations can bring 

to life the complexity and significance of structural engineering, captivating the public's attention 

and fostering a deeper appreciation for the profession. As a structural engineer-in-training, I find 

a need for more engaging structural engineering resources available. This is certainly an area of 

the field that can be improved going forward as more professions are moving towards free or 

affordable online education. 

Structural engineers are integral contributors to the construction industry, playing a vital role in 

translating visionary architectural concepts into tangible structures. However, our contributions 

often go unnoticed, leading to a lack of recognition and appreciation from the general public. To 

increase recognition and raise public awareness of the profession, fostering more partnerships 

between architects and structural engineers, advocating for the profession, and leveraging 

technology are practical approaches. By working collaboratively and highlighting the symbiotic 

relationship between architects and structural engineers, we can create extraordinary, safe, and 

sustainable structures that inspire and awe. It is time to shape the foundation of recognition for 

structural engineers and give us the recognition we deserve. 


