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On Thursday October 3, SEAOG YMG hosted a round 
table “Ask Me Anything” event with four Atlanta 
structural engineering principals and associates.

The panelists included:
• Matt Breidenthal, HOK
• Regional Leader of Engineering, Principal
• Chad Forster, PES Structural Engineers
• Senior Associate, Studio Director, IT Director
• Merissa Gamba, Uzun+Case
• Principal, IT Director
• Darien Sykes, Sykes Consulting
• President, Principal

The event was moderated by SEAOG YMG board 
member Francesca Ferrero, who kicked it off 
with a round of flash questions to get to know the 
backgrounds and daily responsibilities of the panelists. 
Flash questions included “How old were you when you 
decided to become a structural engineer?”, and “When 
was the last time you opened a project Revit model?”.

After the flash question round, questions opened up to 
the floor and no topics were off limits. We investigated 
every end of the engineering principal spectrum; 
from the most dramatic situation the panelists had 
encountered in their careers to the skills and traits they 
look for when looking for new partners in their firms. 
We learned about the dynamic between partners, the 
distinction between urgent and important items, and 
the responsibilities you don’t often think of (reviewing 
time sheets, supporting employees during personal 
times of need, and other non-engineering obligations) 
that occupy a large portion of time during the work 
week. Being a structural engineering partner is a 
career and not just a job.

The event shared insight into what life is like as a 
structural engineering principal and what traits, and 
sacrifices, have made them successful. A big thank 
you again to Matt, Chad, Merissa, and Darien for 
spending their Thursday evening with the SEAOG 
Young Members Group!
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