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General

The code advisory committee is comprised of five standing subcommittees: 

· General Requirements – Ed Huston Chair 

· Existing Buildings – David Bonowitz, Chair

· Seismic – Kevin Moore, Chair

· Construction Quality Assurance, Kirk Harman, Chair, and 

· Evaluation Services.  Bill Warren, Chair

At the request of President Bob Paullus this year work was initiated to empanel a new committee on Wind.  Although the charge to work with the wind provisions in the building codes and standards has traditionally been part of the charge of the General Requirements subcommittee, President Paullus asked for establishment of a special purpose committee, in response to concerns expressed by engineers that the ASCE 7 wind provisions were too complex for general application to routine building structures.  The new subcommittee will be chaired by Don Scott, who also serves as vice chair of the ASCE-7 Wind Task Committee.  The charge of the new committee will be to monitor and coordinate with the ASCE-7 Committee and work to continue to develop practical and reasonable wind load requirements in the building code.

IBC-2012

In response to economic pressures associated with the recession, the International Building Code made major changes to their code development process this year.  In a surprise move intended both to reduce costs associated with the building code development process and also to move forward publication and sales of the next edition of the building code, ICC drastically changed the code development process this year.  In the past, ICC had published the codes on a three-year cycle, with an interim Supplement published mid-cycle.  In effect, ICC conducted two complete code development cycles every years, one focused on the three-year edition and one focused on the Supplement.  This year, ICC decided to scrap the Supplement, which never produced much revenue, but did entail substantial cost.  Instead, ICC decided that it would reduce the size of the code hearings by moving half of the technical subject matter into the first half of the code development cycle, using the hearings that were traditionally reserved for the consideration of Supplements changes to review these proposals, with the balance of the technical proposals considered in the second year.  Much to the consternation of NCSEA’s Code Advisory Committee as well as AISC, ASCE and other standards development organizations, structural issues were moved forward to the first half of the process.  This required submittal of structural changes to the 2012 IBC by June of 2009 with code hearings scheduled for late October, 2009.
