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Following the 2008 Annual Conference the Licensing Committee collected 36 surveys from member organizations responding to questions about structural licensing and practice requirements in their states. Alicia and Gretchen compiled this information and wrote an article summarizing their findings that was in the August 2009 issue of STRUCTURE. This information will be utilized by the committee to determine the best approach to encouraging each state to pursue separate licensing and practice legislation for structural engineering.

Another article in support of separate licensing appeared in the December 2008 issue of STRUCTURE. Susan provided the “Compelling Reasons for Separate Licensing of Structural Engineers”. This article generated a number of responses, most of them favorable, and renewed interest in this topic. Susan also gave a presentation developed from this article on why separate licensing of structural engineers is important in all states at the 2009 SEI Structures Congress in Austin in May. 

The committee has been very excited about recent activity in a number of states and has been able to lend a hand in supporting and encouraging the move toward separate licensing. Barry and Gretchen met with the licensing board of Ohio to discuss the issue and Susan gave a presentation at the annual conference of ASCE for the Iowa Chapter in Ames in November. Barry and Susan also gave presentations to a group of engineers in Florida interested in pursuing separate licensing in their state. They have since formed a committee and developed a strategy to work toward separate licensing. There has also been some activity in California, Missouri and Alaska.

The committee is excited about this coming year as they continue to develop articles and supporting information that can be utilized by the individual states to move toward separate licensing of structural engineering. They also hope to be of help to encourage more states to organize committees and develop plans for pursuing separate licensing. Please feel free to contact any of the committee members if you are interested in learning more. 

