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History……


		


On Tuesday, September 11, 2001, terrorists attacked the twin towers of 


the World Trade Center in New York city, which ultimately resulted in the 


collapse of both the quarter mile high towers.  This collapse produced a 


pile of debris weighing more than two billion pounds, injured and killed 


thousands, and damaged hundreds of adjacent buildings.





At the request of the mayor of New York city, the Structural Engineers 


Association of New York (SEAoNY) organized teams of engineers to 


provide assistance in a variety of efforts.  The National Council of 


Structural Engineers Associations (NCSEA) also organized teams of 


volunteers from outside New York to supplement the teams formed by 


SEAoNY.  As a result, structural engineers played a significant role in the 


assessment of the damaged buildings and search and rescue efforts 


immediately following the attack.





The American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) expressed the 


sentiments of many when it recognized the extraordinary performance of 


SEAoNY.  ASCE noted that SEAoNY’s rapid response in organizing 


professionals to volunteer their services for the people of New York 


during the demolition and removal procedures demonstrated the highest 


ideals of the profession.





After the events of September 11th, it became obvious that a disaster of 


previously unthinkable magnitudes was possible.  The unprecedented need 


for technical assistance in these situations mandates a level of 


preparedness to ensure the most immediate, efficient and effective 


response in the future.  For this reason, in November of 2001, NCSEA 


formed the Structural Engineering Emergency Response Plan (SEERP) 


committee.











About NCSEA……


		


		The National Council of Structural Engineers Council was formed to 


constantly improve the level of standard of practice of the structural 


engineering profession throughout the United States, and to provide an 


identifiable resource for those needing communication with the profession.  


NCSEA serves the needs of a variety of entities including architects, 


Building Code enforcement authorities, construction industry, disaster 


response organizations and many others.





		NCSEA can be contacted as follows:		





			NCSEA


			203 N. Wabash Ave. Suite 2010


			Chicago, IL 60601


			(312) 372-8035 Voice


			(312) 372-5673 Fax


			E-mail:  NSCEA.com





SEERP MISSION:……


		


The major task of this committee will be to prepare a manual outlining a 


comprehensive Structural Engineering Emergency Response Plan 


(SEERP).  The primary focus of the SEERP will be to develop the 


framework for an immediate response by structural engineers to perform 


structural assessments after a major disaster has occurred.  The use of the 


SEERP will result in the implementing states having teams of structural 


engineers ready to efficiently and safely respond to a structural disaster 


when requested to assist a government agency or similar entity.





Some of the detailed information provided in this manual will include:





Assembling and managing structural engineering emergency response teams.  





Guidelines for performing building assessments after a major disaster (This would be a modified ATC-20 type system)





Guidelines for performing transportation structure assessment after a major disaster.





Presentation of site safety information and legal considerations of the emergency response system.





Present information explaining the operations of federal agencies and other organizations that lead emergency response efforts.





Suggestions for coordination of regions of United States to provide assistance to a state or states within their region.





Providing Resource Information:  Information on training programs, agency contact information, standard forms (field documentation, engineer volunteer information forms, legal documents etc.)





The preparation of this document shall be done in an expedited, yet 


comprehensive, manner.  








The SEERP Committee……


		


NCSEA President:		Michael Tylk


			


Michael Tylk is the President of NCSEA and past president of the Structural 


Engineers Association of Illinois (SEAOI).  He is Chairman of Tylk, Gustafson 


Reckers Wilson Andrews, LLC. (Chicago, Illinois) and a registered structural 


engineer and architect in the State of Illinois. Mike received his undergraduate 


and masters degrees in architecture from the University of Illinois at Urbana.





NCSEA Board Liaison:	Victoria Arbitrio


			


	Victoria Arbitrio is a Director of NCSEA and the past Secretary of the 


Structural Engineers Association of New York (SEAoNY).  She is an Associate 


with Gilsanz Murray Steficek, LLP. (New York, New York) and a registered 


engineer in the State of New York.  Vicki received her civil engineering 


degree from Tufts University.





CASE Board Liaison:		John Paul Gille


			


John Paul Gille chairs the Business Practices Committee for the Council of 


American Structural Engineers (CASE).  He is an Associate and multi-discipline 


project manager with Dunham Associates (Minneapolis, Minnesota).  He 


has published papers and spoken on the importance of special structural 


inspections and fiber-reinforced concrete.  John Paul received his college degree 


from Metropolitan State in Denver, Colorado.














Committee Chairman:	August Domel Jr.


			


August “Gus” Domel is a Principal Structural Engineer with Engineering Systems 


Inc (Aurora, Illinois).  He is also an adjunct professor in the Civil Engineering 


Department at the Illinois Institute of Technology and the Architectural 


Department of Judson College. He is a licensed structural engineer and attorney 


in Illinois and a Professional Engineer in 11 other states.  Gus received his Ph.D. 


from the University of Illinois-Chicago and a law degree from Loyola University.





Committee Members:	


	Marc Barter


			


	Marc Barter served on the NCSEA Board for seven years from director through 


president.  He was instrumental in helping NCSEA gain financial strength and 


grow in stature and independence.  He is a Principal in Barter & Associates, Inc.


(Mobile, Alabama) and a licensed professional engineer in 18 states.  Marc received his civil engineering degree from the University of South Alabama in Mobile. 





	Craig Dashner


			


Craig Dashner is Chairman of the Structural Engineers Association of Michigan’s 


Emergency Preparedness Committee and is a structural specialist with the 


Michigan Urban Search and Rescue.  He is a Project Manger with Finkbeiner, 


Pettis, & Strout, Inc. (Novi, Michigan) performing primarily bridge design.  Craig 


received his civil engineering degree from Michigan State University and is a 


licensed engineer in the State of Michigan.





	Jack Erdozain


	


Jack Erdozain is an engineer with Erdozain Consulting Engineers, Inc (Miami, 


Florida) and a Fire Captain with the City of Miami.  He is a structural engineer 


with FEMA Urban Search and Rescue Task Force.  He is a licensed professional 


engineer and fire safety inspector in the State of Florida. Jack received his civil 


engineering degree from Florida International University.





	David Hammond


	


David Hammond is a structural engineer in private practice engaged in the design 


of seismically resistant structures.  He was an original member of the FEMA, 


Urban Search and Rescue Advisory Committee (US&R) and is current Chairperson of the FEMA, US&R Technical Working Group.  He is a lead 


instructor for Structure Specialists Training as well as other FEMA US&R training courses.  Dave received his engineering degree from the University of 


California at Berkeley.


				 David Swanson


	


David Swanson is chairman of the Emergency Preparedness Committee for the 


Structural Engineers Association of the State of Washington.  He is an associate 


with Reid Middleton, Inc. (Everett, Washington) and an instructor of the ATC-20 


program.  He is a licensed engineer in the State of Washington and a structural 


engineer with FEMA Urban Search and Rescue Task Force.





Committee Assistant:	


	Chad Fischer


			


	Chad Fischer is a staff consultant with Engineering Systems Inc. (Aurora, 


Illinois).  He received his undergraduate and masters degrees in civil engineering 


from the University of Illinois Urbana.  During college he was a research assistant 


with United States Army Corp of Engineers.  Chad is an engineer-in training in 


the State of Illinois.





Contact Information: 





Victoria “Vicki” Arbitrio


Gilsanz Murray Steficek LLP


95 University Place


New York, NY 10003


Office: 212-254-0030


Fax: 212-477-5978


E-mail: vicki.arbitrio@gmsllp.com





John Paul Gille


Dunham Associates


8200 Normandale Blvd. Suite 500


Minneapolis, MN 55436


Office: 952-820-2784


Fax: 952-820-2760


E-ml:JohnPaulG@dunhamassociates.com


				


August “Gus” Domel		


Engineering Systems Inc. 


3851 Exchange Ave


Aurora, IL 60504


Office: 630-851-4566


Fax: 630-851-4870


Cell: 847-778-1975


Home: 847-428-0975


E-mail:  SEERP2002@yahoo.com





Marc Barter				


Barter & Associates, Inc.


1614 Government St.


Mobile, Al 36604


Ph.: 251-473-8354 ext. 15


Fax: 251-473-8356


Cell:  251-605-6328


E-mail: mbarter@barterse.com





Craig Dashner


Finkbeiner, Pettis & Strout, Inc.


41441 Eleven Mile Road


Novi, MI 48735


Office: 248-305-7320


Fax: 248-305-7324	


E-mail: craig.dashner@fpsengineering.com





Jack Erdozain


Erdozain Consulting Engineers, Inc.


P.O. Box 924040


Miami, FL 33092


Office/Home: 305-246-3472


Fax: (305) 247-1258


Cell: (786) 473-7629


E-mail:  jerdozain@aol.com





Dave Hammond


1062 Metro Circle


Palo Alto, CA 94303


Phone: 650-865-9669


Fax:  Same as phone


E-mail: shirham@concentric.net


	


Dave Swanson


Reid Middleton, Inc.


728 134th St. SW Suite 200


Everett, WA 98204


Office: 425-741-3800


Fax: 425-741-3900


E-mail: dswanson@reidmidd.com





Chad Fischer


Engineering Systems Inc.


3851 Exchange Ave


Aurora, IL 60504


Office: 630-851-4566


Fax: 630-851-4870


E-mail:  SEERP2002@yahoo.com
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